
The course is delivered through Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing. 

At this level, pupils must be able to speak and write in a coherent, accurate 

and appropriate manner. 

Pupils continue to develop their skills of analysis and evaluation of language 

in a variety of ways including the study of literature. 

It is of paramount importance that pupils engage with the community in 

which they live in order to develop their linguistic skills and further their 

awareness of the language and culture. 

ASSESSMENT SUMMARY  

Candidates who are not going to 

sit the final exam may achieve 

individual units.  These units are 

assessed internally and marked 

on a pass/fail basis.  

There are 4 internal unit 

assessments in total.  

Unit 1:   Analysis and Evaluation   

1. One Reading assessment 

2. One Listening assessment  

Unit 2: Creation and Production 

1. One Talking assessment 

2. One Writing assessment 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Gàidhlig, Higher 

RESOURCES: 

PUPILS HAVE ACCESS TO CORE VOCABULARY AND 

NOTES IN FORM OF BOOKLETS LINKED TO A RANGE 

OF TOPICS. 

L INKS TO USEFUL WEBSITES ARE SHARED WITH 

PUPILS. ACCESS TO A RANGE OF WEBSITES ALLOWS 

UP-TO-DATE TOPICS TO BE STUDIED FOR PERSONAL 

INTEREST AND ENJOYMENT E.G. CURRENT STORIES 

IN THE NEWS. Such as LearnGaelic 

TRADITIONAL DICTIONARIES AND GRAMMAR 

REFERENCE BOOKS ARE SUPPLEMENTED BY ONLINE 

VERSIONS 

THE INVALUABLE RESOURCES ALL AROUND IN THE 

COMMUNITY I.E. SPEAKERS OF THE LANGUAGE. 

BBC B ITESIZE HAS BEEN UPDATED IN LINE WITH THE 

NEW H IGHER COURSE. 

FREE ACCESS TO GAELIC AS IT IS SPOKEN BY 

PROFICIENT SPEAKERS OF THE LANGUAGE IS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH THE GAELIC TELEVISION 

CHANNEL BBC ALBA AND RADIO NAN GÀIDHEAL. 

https://www.learngaelic.net/index.jsp


Course Assessment – 120 marks  

 

Progression Pathway 

Pupils who achieve an A or B grade at Higher should be able to progress to 

Advanced Higher.  Pupils are encouraged to discuss their progress with a 

member of the department. 

Paper 1: Reading and Literature |1 hour and 50 minutes | 50 marks 

Reading | 30 marks 

• Read a Gaelic text and answer questions in English – 30 marks 

• Questions will require analysis and evaluation.  

• The text may be fiction or non-fiction.  

Literature | 20 marks 

• Answer one question about a previously seen piece of literature. 

Paper 2: Listening |40 minutes | 20 marks 

Reading | 30 marks 

• Listen to a Gaelic text and answer questions in Gaelic.  

Talking Exam | 10 minutes | 30 marks 

• Candidates will engage in a discussion on aspects of Gaelic heritage 

and contemporary culture.  

• The discussion will last approximately 10 minutes.  

Writing Assignment | 20 marks 

• Candidates must produce one piece of creative/discursive/personal 

writing (1200-1500 words) which will be submitted to SQA for marking.  

If the word count exceeds the maximum by more than 10%, a 

penalty will be applied.  

• Candidates may produce one draft which can be marked by the 

teacher.  


